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Dear Friends,

On behalf of the Providence  
St. Joseph Hospital Foundation  
Board of Directors and staff, welcome 
to the 2026 Soirée. Tonight, we 
celebrate the remarkable physicians 
who care for us when the unexpected 
happens and the right decision can 
change the course of a life.

They are specialists who are there 
when a medical crisis demands immediate answers and action. This 
evening, you’ll meet patients who faced such crisis points and the 
physicians whose expertise and determination made a critical difference. 
Their stories give us a wonderful opportunity to recognize the people 
whose life-saving work often happens behind the scenes.

Philanthropy helps make this level of care possible. Your generosity helps 
Providence St. Joseph Hospital support exceptional physicians, provide 
advanced technology and ensure our care teams have the resources they 
need to respond to whatever comes through our doors.

We’re grateful to the physicians who are there when it matters. And 
we’re grateful to all of you who believe in what is possible when clinical 
excellence, generosity and a commitment to patients come together.

Thank you for being here, for standing behind our physicians and 
caregivers, and for helping Providence St. Joseph Hospital be ready for 
the moments no one sees coming.

With deep gratitude,

Amy Daugherty 
Chief Philanthropy Officer 
Providence St. Joseph  
Hospital Foundation

Dear Friends,

It is a privilege to welcome you to  
the 2026 Soirée and to serve as  
co-chairs of an evening that means  
so much to both of us.

For nearly 14 years, Providence 
St. Joseph Hospital has been an 
important part of our lives. For Daniel, 
it’s where he’s built his career as 
an emergency physician. For Laura, 
it’s become deeply personal, both 
through years of supporting the Foundation and through the care her 
father has received from physicians and specialists across the hospital.

Together, we’ve had the opportunity to see Providence St. Joseph Hospital 
from many perspectives. We’ve seen the dedication of its physicians 
and caregivers, working together across specialties and the difference 
philanthropy makes by providing the people, technology and resources 
needed to deliver outstanding care.

We’re grateful for the opportunity to give back to a hospital that’s given so 
much to our family and to so many others. And we’re grateful to each of 
you for being here tonight and for choosing to be part of this work.

Your generosity helps Providence St. Joseph Hospital continue to grow 
and advance. Thank you for joining us in supporting the physicians and 
caregivers who make this hospital such a special place.

We hope you enjoy a wonderful evening together.

With gratitude,

Daniel Gromis, M.D. and Laura Gromis 
2026 Soirée Co-Chairs

John Tangredi 
Chair, Board of Directors 
Providence St. Joseph  
Hospital Foundation
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Spirit of St. Joseph Award Recipients Spirit of St. Joseph Award Recipients 

Dr. Alex and Vicky Ramirez 
Leading by Example

For nearly four decades, Dr. Alex and Vicky Ramirez have supported 
Providence St. Joseph Hospital as donors, volunteers, leaders and 
community connectors. Alex joined the medical staff in 1989 and has 
held numerous leadership roles within the hospital and Foundation, 
including serving as Foundation board chair and on the Physician 
Partners Council. Together, Alex and Vicky have been donors since 
1990 and have generously shared their time, opened their home for 
Foundation events and encouraged others to become involved. Vicky 
also spent years volunteering with the Puente a la Salud mobile health 
clinic, and today, both Alex and Vicky continue their involvement 
through service on the Soirée Committee. Their longstanding 
commitment reflects a shared desire to serve, give back and bring 
others alongside them in supporting Providence St. Joseph Hospital.

Spirit of St. Joseph Award Recipients Spirit of St. Joseph Award Recipients 

Elaine and Bill John 
Gratitude in Action

Providence St. Joseph Hospital has been part of Elaine and Bill 
John’s family story for more than 40 years. Their three children 
were born here, their company, B & B Plumbing, began working with 
the hospital in the 1980s and they became donors in 1999.  Elaine 
joined the Foundation board in 2021, and together they have become 
enthusiastic advocates for Providence St. Joseph Hospital, generously 
supporting its work and inviting friends and business associates to 
become involved. Later, their connection deepened when Elaine 
received cancer care at Providence St. Joseph Hospital. Grateful for the 
physicians and caregivers who cared for her, Elaine and Bill increased 
their philanthropic support, particularly for the Center for Cancer 
Treatment and Prevention.
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PREVIOUS SPIRIT OF ST. JOSEPH AWARD PREVIOUS SPIRIT OF ST. JOSEPH AWARD 
RECIPIENTS RECIPIENTS 

1998	 Peter & Mary Muth  
1999	 Dr. Milo Tedstrom and Eleanor Graham  
2000	 Charlie & Milly Kovac  
2001	 Reed & Rita Sprinkel  
2002	 Dr. William & Mrs. Roz Ostermiller  
2003	 Ruth Wetherbee  
2004	 Kelly & Gladys Hagerty and Dr. Ralph White  
2005	 Chris & Maureen Layton and Jim & Mimi Cora  
2006	 Mike & Charlene Immell  
2007	 Dr. Robert & Mrs. Vinka Ball  
2008	 Lisa Perrine and Dr. Warren D. & Debbie Johnston  
2009	 Dr. Michael & Jean Abdalla and Dr. James & Marilyn Padova  
2010	 George & Chloe Barr and Larry & Laura Ainsworth
2011	 Dr. & Mrs. James E. Pierog and Bill & Pat Podlich  
2012	 Ken & Carolyn Cosgrove  
2013	 Jim & Betsy Hawkins  
2014	 Colleen & Raymond Casciari, M.D. and Shirley J. Moretti  
2015	 Scot Berlinski, Janice Ramsay-Gonzales  
	 and Ron & Marsha Moeller  
2016	 Debbie & Robert del Junco, M.D. and David & Ruth Seigle  
2017	 Josephine & Santo Zito  
2018	 James & Kathy Gough and Diana & David Margileth, M.D.  
2019	 Evelyn Freed and Robert Stauffer  
2020	 Curtis Kauffman and Dr. & Mrs. Melvin Schwartz  
2021	 Lizanne Monahan, Thomas Hill, PhD, and Katie Skelton, R.N. 
2022	 Joe Conway and Judi Gorski  
2023	 Patrick Powers 
2024	 Paige Baker, Esq. and Ava & Ashok Kar, M.D. 
2025	 Bob Baldwin and Tanja Cebula 

The following stories remind us of the 

extraordinary impact our physicians, 

nurses and care teams have on the lives 

of those we serve. Providence St. Joseph 

Hospital remains committed to advancing 

compassionate, leading-edge care while 

honoring our mission to care for every 

patient as our Dear Neighbor. We are proud 

to highlight these physicians and their 

patients at this year’s Soirée.
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Providence St. Joseph Hospital Foundation Providence St. Joseph Hospital Foundation 
Soiree 2026 Medical HonoreesSoiree 2026 Medical Honorees

Providence St. Joseph Hospital Foundation Providence St. Joseph Hospital Foundation 
Soiree 2026 Medical HonoreesSoiree 2026 Medical Honorees

Roger Chang, M.D. 
Hospitalist

Providence St. Joseph Hospital is proud 
to recognize Roger Chang, M.D., at 
Soirée 2026 for his role in a remarkable 
patient journey. After a young woman 
was hospitalized with severe neurological 
symptoms, seizures and worsening 
cognitive decline, Dr. Chang identified a critical connection between 
her diagnosis and a hidden ovarian dermoid tumor. His persistence and 
clinical insight led to life-changing treatment and recovery. Dr. Chang’s 
determination to find answers reflects the skill, compassion and deep 
commitment he brings to every patient he cares for.

Eric Wellmeyer, M.D.  
Anesthesiologist

Providence St. Joseph Hospital is honored 
to recognize Eric Wellmeyer, M.D., at 
Soirée 2026 for his extraordinary response 
to a rare, life-threatening malignant 
hyperthermia crisis. While caring for a 
patient undergoing a planned cardiac 
procedure, Dr. Wellmeyer quickly recognized the warning signs of 
this potentially fatal reaction to anesthesia and immediately initiated 
treatment. His rapid action and clinical expertise were instrumental 
in saving the patient’s life and helping him return to work and normal 
activities. Dr. Wellmeyer’s commitment to patient safety reflects the 
highest standards of care.

Joseph Preston, M.D.  
Intensivist

Providence St. Joseph Hospital is proud 
to honor Joseph Preston, M.D., at Soirée 
2026 for his role in helping solve a complex 
medical mystery. When a young woman 
experienced progressive muscle weakness 
that left her unable to eat, dress herself or 
walk independently, Dr. Preston continued searching for answers. His 
determination led to a critical muscle biopsy and the diagnosis of a rare 
necrotizing myositis, setting her on a path toward recovery. Dr. Preston 
exemplifies the perseverance and excellence that make a life-changing 
difference for his patients.

Christepher Yao, M.D.   
Emergency Medicine

Providence St. Joseph Hospital is proud  
to honor Christepher Yao, M.D., at Soirée 
2026 for his role in the lifesaving care of 
a retired law enforcement officer who 
suffered cardiac arrest while receiving 
treatment in the emergency department.  
Dr. Yao’s swift assessment, decisive action and collaboration with the care 
team helped save the patient’s life and paved the way for a full recovery. 
His leadership, expertise and dedication reflect the lifesaving impact 
emergency medicine physicians have on our community every day.
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Patron Sponsors  Patron Sponsors  UnderwritingUnderwriting

Title

Marsha Moeller

Presenting 

Cancer and Blood Care Specialists

Geoff and Valerie Fearns

Gold

Mike and Barb Adams

B & B Plumbing, Inc. -  
The John Family

Medical Staff of St. Joseph Hospital

Roger Industry, LLC

Trench Shoring Company -  
Tom and Sharon Malloy

Silver

Allied Anesthesia  
Medical Group, Inc.

Emergency Medicine  
Specialists of Orange County

The Feldman Family

The Gooding-Barry and 
Immell Family

JWH Wilcox Holdings, LLC

MJPaia, Inc.

Moran, Rowen & Dorsey, Inc.

The Otis Family

Pavilion Surgery Center

St. Joseph & St. Jude  
Heritage Medical Group

Select

Spineart USA

Activation Station
Deborah & Warren D. Johnston, M.D.

Candy Bar
Joe and Vickie Conway —  

Diversified Investment Services

Caregiver Table
Bill and Pat Podlich

Hors d’Oeuvres
Michele and Ed Carpenter  

and Family

Hosted Dinner Wine
Rand and Rosemary Sperry

Patient Table
Cancer and Blood Care Specialists

Photography
Canterbury Consulting

Michele and Ed Carpenter  
and Family

Joe and Vickie Conway

Frank and DeDe DeBenedetto

Emergency Medicine Specialists  
of Orange County

Lighting and Sound
Joe and Vickie Conway

Kirk Finley

Rand and Rosemary Sperry

Sister Table
Cancer and Blood Care Specialists

Marsha Moeller

Sister Ticket
Virginia Schacher

Patti Widdicombe

Valet Parking
James Roum, M.D.
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DonationsDonations

Cancer and Blood Care Specialists

Alfred and Evelyn Ferrari

Diana and David Margileth, M.D.

Dennis and Lizanne Monahan

Gene and Judy Opittek

Sisters of St. Joseph of Orange

Dave and Judy Threshie

Patti Widdicombe

Gift-in-kind ContributorsGift-in-kind Contributors

21 Royal

Balmain

Coto de Caza Golf & Racquet Club

City of Anaheim

Amy Daugherty and David Paleno

Four Seasons Hotel Las Vegas

Graff

Dr. Daniel and Laura Gromis

Happy Jewelers

Brian and Selin Helleland

Kuramoto 

Eric Lee, M.D.

Lido House, Autograph Collection

South Coast Plaza

The Westin South Coast Plaza

Ron Thon 

Christepher Yao, M.D.
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When we built St. Joseph Hospital in our backyard nearly 
100 years ago, the state of the art care of today was beyond 

dreams. Thank you Providence St. Joseph Hospital and 
you, the hospital’s benefactors, for your faith, foresight, and 
generosity toward the loving care of every dear neighbor in 

our community with advances in neuroscience capability. 

csjorange.org

Thank You
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P R O U D  S P O N S O R S

PROVIDENCE

ST.  JOSEPH HOSP I TAL

FOUNDAT ION

310-327- 5554 
TrenchShoring.com

TOM MALLOY CORPORATION, DBA

T O M  &  S H A R O N  M A L L O Y

´SOIREE
Suppor t i ng  v i t a l  p rog rams  a t  S t .  Jo seph 

Hosp i t a l ,  he lp i ng  advance  i nnova t i ve  ca re , 

expand  acce s s  t o  c r i t i ca l  s e r v i ce s  and

improve  t he  l i ve s  o f  pa t i en t s  and  f am i l i e s 

t h roughou t  ou r  commun i t y.
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Where Innovation Meets Exceptional Outpatient Care!
Same-Day Surgery  |  Expert Physicians  |  Advanced Technology

Specialties Offered
Cardiology

Gastroenterology

General Surgery

Gynecology

Ophthalmology

Orthopedics

ENT (Otolaryngology)

Pain Management

Plastic & Reconstructive Surgery

Podiatry

Spine Surgery

Total Joint Replacement
Featuring MAKO Robotic Technology

Urology

Urogynecology

Vascular Surgery

Leading surgeons. Advanced robotics. Exceptional patient experience.

Same-Day Surgery  |  Expert Physicians  |  Advanced Technology

Featuring MAKO Robotic Technology

Leading surgeons and physicians. Advanced robotics. Exceptional patient experience.

Featuring MAKO Robotic Technology

Same-Day Surgery  |  Expert Physicians  |  Advanced Technology

1140 La Veta Avenue, Suite 300, Orange, CA 92868  |  (714) 744-8850
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